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Introduction 


THIS brochure which is one of a series entitled “Founders . 
of Our Living Faiths" sets out in a brief and compact 
form the life and teachings of Moses. The series seeks to 
bring alive to the minds of the children of the age-group 
of 14-17 years the significant characteristics and values of 
an ancient civilization and at the same time, to enable 
them to understand the underlying features of the various 
religions that are living forces in India today. An attempt 
has been made to present the material in such a way as to 
evoke in the reader a lively appreciation of the many- 
sided facets of our mosaic culture. 


We hope that this booklet will reach as many school 
children as possible. We would consider ourselves 
adequately rewarded if this brochure and the others to be 
published in the same series make the desired impact on 
the minds of our young readers. ! 


Overleaf: Sketch of Moses, based on Michelangelo's 
sculpture of Moses at S. Pietro in Vincoli, Rome. 


MOSES 


Nor MANY people know that more than 
15,000 Jews live in this country. Their an- 
cestors came to India many centuries ago 
and they have lived here in peace and have 
enjoyed religious freedom throughout. How 
they came is not exactly known but according 
to tradition a small group of traders who were 
originally engaged in . commerce between 
Palestine (now comprising Israel and parts of 
Jordan) and India were ship-wrecked on the 
West coast near Bombay, where they were 
made to feel welcome and they settled down. 

The Jews worship in temples known as 
synagogues and the basis of all their religious 
practices and ceremonies is the, unity of God 
and the brotherhood of man. These principles 
were formulated and codified nearly 3,000 years 
ago by their supreme prophet, Moses, whose 
life and inspired utterances comprise the first 
five books of the Bible, known as the TORAH 
or Law of God. | 


MOSES 


Moses himself owed many of his ideas to 
his ancestor, Abraham, who was the first in 
ancient Ur of the Chaldees (modern Iraq) to 
break away from the concept of many gods and 
idols and to adopt the practice of monotheistic 
worship, which means the principle of one God 
as the father of all mankind. 

The life of Moses almost reads like a 
wonderful fairy tale and to understand his 
ideas it will be useful to trace his background 
from his ancestor, Abraham. Abraham lived 
nearly 4,000 years ago and in accordance with 
a God-given inspiration, he left his family and 
kinsmen in Ur and went in search of the land 
that God said he would show him as an inheri- 
tance for him and his descendants, if they 
followed the divine guidance that would be 
revealed to him. So he was led to the Land of 
Canaan (or Israel) where he established himself 
with his large family and possessions. His 
great grandson, Joseph, found his way to 
Egypt where he so impressed the ruler (Pha- 
roah) by his wisdom and sagacity that he was 
made an overseer in the land ata time when 
Egypt was stricken bya sore famine, which 
lasted for many years. 

During the years of famine, which also 
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extended to Canaan, the  hunger-stricken 
masses, including Joseph's father and his family, 
emigrated to Egypt and because of Joseph they 
were respected and honoured by the Pharoah 
for several generations. But with the advent of 
another Pharoah, Rameses IJ, there began an 
era of persecution and misery for the Jews. 
This was a period of slavery and these were the 
years when the world-famous pyramids were 
built by slave labour, including Jewish slaves. 
When the Egyptians noticed that the Jewish 
population had increased greatly, they began 
to fear their growing strength and a hatred 
against the stranger was aroused. This even- 
tually led to the declaration by Pharoah that 
every Jewish male child should be drowned in 
the Nile immediately on his birth. It was in 
this dark age that Moses was born. 


Down the Nile 


To protect the baby from the Egyptians, 
Moses' mother put him into a basket lined with 
pitch which was floated on the Nile, completely 
hidden from view. That morning, when 
Pharoah’s daughter went down to the Nile to 
bathe, she spied the basket carrying Moses. 
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The Princess took the baby home and adopted 
him as her own son. 

The Bible goes on to relate that when 
Moses was old enough to understand he found 
out that he was a Hebrew (ie., Jewish). And 
when he grew older still, he began to think of 
how to free his people from slavery. One day, 
Mosessaw an Egyptian slave driver cruelly 
beating two Hebrew slaves. In arage, he slew 
the slave driver. He knew he was no longer safe 
in Egypt, and so he fled for safety to the desert 
of Midian. 

In Midian, Moses married the daughter of 
the High Priest, Jethro and for several years 
helived in the desert with his father-in-law. 
The Israelites were still groaning under their 
bondage, and the wail of their cries for help 
went up to God. God heard their moaning, 
and remembering His covenant with Abra- 
ham, He determined to end their plight. 


Ablaze But Not Burning 


One day, while Moses was tending the 
flock of his father-in-law, he led the flock 
to the western side of the desert and came to 
the mount of Horeb (Sinai). Suddenly he saw 
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thata bush was ablaze with fire and yetit was 
not consumed. 

“J will turn aside," said Moses, “and see 
this marvel, why the bush is not burned up." 

When the Lord saw that Moses had turned 
aside to look at it, He called to him out of the 
bush: 4 . 

“Moses, Moses." 

“Here am IL," Moses answered. 

“Do not come close," He said. “Remove 
your sandals from your feet, for the place 
where you are standing is sacred ground. I am 
the God of your forefathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.” 

Moses covered his face as. he was afraid to 
look at him. ~ PM 

«I have indeed seen the affliction of My 
people in Egypt," the Lord said, “and I have 
come down to rescue them from the Egyptians 
and bring them out of that land to a good, 
large land, flowing with milk and honey, the 
country of the Canaanites. Come, I will send 
you to Pharoah that you may bring My people, 
the Israelites, out of Egypt." But Moses, being 
extremely modest, said to God: 

«Who am I, togo to Pharoah, and bring 


the Israelites out of Egypt?" 
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“I will be with you,” God answered, “and 
when you bring the people out of Egypt, you 
shall worship God at this very mountain.” 

“But,” said Moses to God, “when I go to 
the Israelites and tell them that the God of 
their fathers has sent me to them, and when 
they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ What am I 
to say to them?" 


I am that I am 


The Lord answered: 

“You must tell the Israelites that the Lord, 
the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac and of Jacob has sent you to them, 
tell them: My name is JAHWEH—I AM THAT 
I AM. This is My name for all time; this is 
My title for all ages. 

“They will listen to what you say. Then 
you, together with the elders of Israel, must go 
to Pharoah and tell him: ‘The Lord, the God 
of the Israelites, has met us. Pray, let us make 
a three days’ journey into the desert, that we 
may sacrifice to the Lord our God’, 

“Well do I know that the king of Egypt 
willnotlet you go without the use of force. 
So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt 
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with all the marvels that I shall perform there; 
after that he will let you go." 

Then Moses said, “But, O Lord, I am no 
speaker, for I am tongue-tied, and J have no 
command of words.” 


The Divine Command 


The Lord said to him: 

“Who gives man his mouth? Who makes 
man dumb or deaf, who gives him sight or 
makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Go 
then, I will help you speak and will instruct 
you what to say. Your brother Aaron shall be 
your spokesman to the people: he shall serve 
as a mouthpiece for you, and you shall inspire 


him what to say.” | = 
In obedience to the divine command, 


Moses took his wife and sons and returned to 
the land of Egypt. 

Meanwhile, the Lord said to Aaron, the 
brother of Moses: 

“Go into the desert to meet Moses.” 

Aaron went, and he met Moses at the 
sacred mount, where he learnt of all that the 
Lord had commanded his brother to do. 
Moses and Aaron then gathered all the elders 
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of Israel, and informed them of what the Lord 
had said to Moses. 

And the people believed Moses. When they 
heard that the Lord remembered the Israelites 
and that He had seen their affliction, they 
bowed their heads and worshipped. 

The Egyptians believed that Pharoah was 
not only a king but also a god, and they 
worshipped him in addition to their other gods. 
As befitted a god, Pharoah built great temples 
for his worship and pyramids which were really 
tombs. He required vast amounts of human 
labour for his many buildings, and he forced 
the people to work for him. To Pharoah 
human life was very cheap. Indeed, ancient 
Egyptian civilization was founded on human 
Slavery. It was outwardly a magnificent civili- 
sation, but it was cruel and unjust. In the 
name ofthe God of the Jews, Moses and thé 
Israelites revolted against Pharoah and the 
slavery, cruelty and inhumanity which he re- 
presented. For God held human beings to be 
sacred, and He wanted them to be free. 

Together with his brother Aaron, Moses 
appeared before the Pharoah and demanded 
that his people the Hebrews be freed from 
slavery. 
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*Who sent you here to demand the freedom 
of the Hebrews?" the Pharoah asked. 

“The Lord God of the Hebrews sent me to 
you, saying, ‘Let My people go, that they may 
serve Me in the wilderness’.”” 

The Pharoah scornfully replied that he had 
not heard of the God of the Hebrews and 
would not obey Him. 


The Miracle 


When Pharoah refused to free the Hebrew 
slaves, Aaron whispered to his brother: 

«What can we do now, Moses?" 

“Fear not,” replied Moses, “Our God will 
bring the plague of blood upon the Egyptians.” 

Then Moses turned to Pharoah and said: 

“Hear, O Pharoah, with this rod I will turn 
‘all the water in Egypt into blood before your 
very eyes.” 

“Let me see you do it”, said Pharoah, for 
he did not believe a word Moses said. 

Moses lifted his rod, and at once all the 
brooks and streams and lakes and rivers in 
Egypt were turned into blood. Wherever there 
had been water before there was now blood. ' 

Pharoah was not easily persuaded to let 
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the Israelites leave Egypt. Time and again he 
promised to let them go, but each. time he 
withdrew his promise. Nine plagues came to 
torment the land—blood, frogs, flies, gnats, 
cattle diseases, sores, hail, locusts and dark- 
ness. 

The Lord said to Moses: “One more 
plague will I bring on Pharoah and on Egypt, 
and then he will let you go; indeed, when he 
shall let you go, he shall surely drive you out 
of the country.” 

Moses came again before Pharoah and 
said: “The Lord declares that He will pass 
through Egypt about midnight, when all the 
first-born in Egypt shall die, from the eldest 
son of Pharoah on the throne to the eldest son 
of the slave-girl at the mill, and the first-born 
of all the cattle. Then shall a loud wail ring 
through all the land of Egypt, such as there 
never has been and never will be heard again. 
And not even a dog shall bark against any of 
the Israelites or their animals—to teach you that 
the Lord does make a difference between the 
Egyptians and Jews. And all your officers shall 
come to me and bow down, begging, ‘Go 
away, together with all the people that follow 
you.’ After that I will leave the country.” 
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Moses then left the presence of Pharoah. 

Only the tenth plague—the destruction of 
the first-born of the Egyptians—was so terrible 
that Pharoah had to yield. Sages commenting 
on the human misery caused by the stubborn- 
ness of Pharoah have pointed out that the 
plagues revealed the long-suffering patience of 
God, for He had given Pharoah many oppor- 
tunities to free his slaves. Before the last 
plague came, the Israelites were told to 
celebrate the sacred gift of freedom for all time 
to come. This celebration later came to be 
known as the Festival of Passover. 


The First Month of the Year 


The Lord then said to Moses and Aaron: 

“Tell the whole community: ‘This month 
shall be to you the first month of the year." 

“On the tenth day of this month they shall 
provide for themselves one lamb each for their 
families, a lamb for each household. They shall 
keep it until the fourteenth’ day of the month, 
when every member of the community of Israel 
shall kill it between sunset and dark. Then 
they shall take some of the blood and smear it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel -of the 
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houses, where the lamb is eaten." 

“And this is how you are to eatit Your 
belt tight round your waist, your sandals on 
' your feet, and your staff in your hand, you 
shall eat it in haste. For itis the Lord's pass- 
over. This very night I will pass through the 
land of Egypt, striking down all the first-born 
in Egypt, man and beast alike, and dooming 
allthe gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The 
blood shall mark the houses where you live, 
and when I see the blood I will pass over you, 
sparing you the deadly plague, as I strike down 
the land of Egypt." 

And the Lord continued: 

“This day shall be a memorial day for you 
to be keptas a festival for the Lord; age after 
age youshall keep this a permanent festival. 
For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; 
on the first day you shall clean your houses of 
allleaven. On the first day also you shall hold 
a religious gathering, and on the seventh day 
also a religious gathering. You shall do no 
business on these days, no work except in 
preparing the food that everyone needs.” 

Moses and Aaron spoke these words to the 
Israelites, and after they heard them, the people 
bowed their heads, and worshipped. Then they 
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went and did as the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron. 


The Lord Strikes 


And it came to pass at midnight that the 
Lord struck down all the first-born in the land 
of Egypt, from the eldest son of Pharoah on 
the throne to the eldest son of the prisoner in 
the dungeon, as well as the first-born of all the 
cattle, but He did not harm His people, the 
Israelites. There was a loud wail of sorrow in 
Egypt, for there was not a house where some- 
one was not dead. Pharoah arose in the night, 
together with all his officers and all the Egyp- 
tians. And Pharoah summoned Moses and 
Aaron, and said to them: “Go away from among 
my people, both you and the Israelites, go and 
worship the Lord, as you have asked. Take 
with you your flocks and herds as you demand, 
and go and ask a blessing for me also.” 

The Egyptians urged the Israelites to hurry 


out of the land, crying, “We shall all perish.” 


The Israelites hastily snatched up their 
unbaked dough, unleavened as it was and 
wrapped their kneading-bowls inside their 
cloaks and carried them on their shoulders. 

The Israelites did exactly as the Lord had 
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ordered Moses and Aaron. And on that very 
day the Lord brought the Israelites out of the 
land of Egypt. 

When Pharoah had let the Israelites go, 
God did not take them by the road leading 
directly to the land of Canaan, although that 
was near. God thought that perhaps the Israe- 
lites might have regrets, if they had to fight, 
and might desire to return to Egypt. So God 
led the people by a roundabout road in the 
direction of the desert, towards the Red Sea. 

The Lord went in front of them, in a pillar 
of cloud, tolead them by day, and in a pillar of. 
fire, to light them through the night, so that 
they might march both by day and by night. 


Pharoah Changes His Mind 


When Pharoah was told that the Israelites 
had left, he and his officers changed their 
minds about permitting them to leave Egypt. 

“What have we done,” they cried, “to let 
the Israelites leave our service?” 

The heart of Pharoah became stubborn. He 
got his chariots ready and took his men with 
him, six hundred picked chariots and all the 
rest of the chariots of the Egypt, manned by 
their captains and he followed the Israelites to 


FOURTEEN 


MOSES 


the shores of the Red Sea. When Pharoah and 
his army drew near, the Israelites looked back, 
and saw that the Egyptians were coming after 
them. They became terribly afraid and crying 
to the Lord, they said to Moses:— 

“Was it because there were no graves 
in Egypt that you have brought us to die in 
the desert? Why have you misguided us by 
bringing us out of Egypt? Did we not tell you 


` in Egypt to let us alone that we might serve the 


Egyptians than to die in the desert." 

Moses answered: “Have no fear, stand still, 
and watch the Lord deliver you today; for 
though you see the Egyptians today, you shall 
never see them again. The Lord will fight for 
you, and you have only to keep still." 

The Lord then said to Moses: 

“Why do you cry to me? Tell the Israelites 
to march forward. And as for you, raise your 
staff and stretch out your hand over the sea, 
and divide it; and the Israelites shall march on 


dry ground through the sea.” 


The Pillar of Cloud 
Then the pillar of cloud which had been 
before the Israelites moved behind them and 
remained between the army of Egypt and the 
FIFTEEN 


MOSES 


army of Israel. When darkness came, the cloud 
lit up the night where the Israelites were but 
not where the Egyptians marched, so that the 
one army did not overtake the other that night. 

Then the Israelites came to the Red Sea. 
Moses stretched his hand out over the sea, and 
the Lord swept the sea along by a strong east 
wind all night till the bed of the sea was dry. 
The Israelites marched through the sea on dry 
ground, the waters forming a wall to the right 
and a wall to the left. The Egyptians pursued 
them right into the sea. In the morning, before 
dawn, the Lord threw them into a panic. He 
struck off their chariot-wheels and caused them 
to advance with difficulty. The Egyptians cried: 

“Let us flee from the Israelites. The Lord 
fights for them against us.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses: ‘Stretch your 
hand out over the sea to make the waters flow 
back upon the chariots and cavalry of the 
Egyptians.” 

Moses stretched his hand out over the sea; 
and as morning broke, the sea returned to its 
level, and while the Egyptians were fleeing 
before the returning water, the Lord overwhel- 
med them in the midst of the sea. 

Thus the Lord saved the Jews that day from 
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the Egyptians, and they saw the Egyptians 
lying dead upon the sea-shore. And when they 
saw the mighty act of the Lord they stood in 
awe of the Lord; and they believed in the Lord 
and in His servant, Moses. 


The Long and Hazardous Journey 


The journey to Canaan was a long, hard 
treck for a people who were not accustomed 
to desert life and travel. Their forty years 
in the wilderness proved a time of trial and 
testing. Moses had to train the Israelites and 
to get them ready for receiving the law and for 
entering the Promised Land. He had to rid 
their minds of their slavish spirit and toughen 
them to bear hardships like true pioneers. 
Moreover, he wanted to strengthen their 
character and weld them into a united nation. 
Moses possessed genius and such untiring 
patience that in time he overcame the mur- 
muring, complaints, difficulties and even 
rebelliousness of this horde of Jewish slaves, 
and changed them intoa strong and courageous 


people. 


Moses at Mt. Sinai 
During the wandering in the wilderness, 
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God led Moses and his people to Mount Sinai 
and made a covenant between Himself and the 
freed congregation of Jews. The Covenant 
or agreement between God and Israel 
stated that God would guide and help 
His People if they would be true and 
faithful to Him. But, how would the people 
know what being faithful to God meant? For 
such a purpose, the people needed rules or laws 
to tell them what they should do and how they 
should conduct themselves to be loyal to God 
and to fulfil their agreement with Him. Hither- 
to, the Covenant had been verbal and had been 
made between God and the great patriarchs— 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Now, at Mount 
Sinai, the Covenant was written and was made 
between God and the entire people of Israel. 
Moses received the Ten Great Commandments 
for Israel. And as their national life developed, 
additional rules and laws carried forward the 
spirit of the Ten Great Commandments. Sages 
relate that God had offered the Law to several 
nations but that one after the other they had 
refused it, because they would have had to 
change their unethical ways of living. Only 
after such refusals did God give the Law to the 
Jews, who promised to obey it. Then Moses 


EIGHTEEN 


MOSES 


went up to the top of the mountain and 
remained there for forty days. After forty days 
he came down with a pair of stone tablets on 
which were inscribed the Ten Command- 


ments. 


The Ten Commandments 


These are the Ten Commandments. The 
Lord said— 


(i) 


Gi) 


“I am the Lord thy God, who brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage." 

“Thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thee a graven image, nor any 
manner of likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, of that is in the earth 
beneath, of that is in the water under 
the earth; thou shalt not bow down 
unto them, not serve them; for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate 
Me; and showing mercy unto the 
thousandth generation of them that 
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(iv) 


(v) 


(vi) 
(vii) 


TWENTY 


MOSES 


love Me and keep My Command- 
ments." 

“Thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain; for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless of 
them that taketh His name in vain.” 
“Remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, 
and do all thy work, but the seventh 
day is the Sabbath unto the Lord, 
thy God; in it thou shalt not do any 
manner of work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, nor thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 
thy cattle nor the stranger that is 
within the gates; for in six days the 
Lord made the heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and He 
rested on theseventh day; where- 
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day,and hallowed it.” 

“Honor thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 

“Thou shalt not murder.” 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 
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(viii) “Thou shalt not steal.” 

(ix) “Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour.” 

(x) “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house; thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor 
his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor anything that is thy neigh- 
bour.” 


The Lord said to Moses: 

«Write down these words, for in accordance 
with these words, I have made a solemn Cove- 
nant with you and with Israel." 

Then Moses called together the elders of the 
people and set before them all these words 
which the Lord had commanded him. And all 
the people answered together. 

“Whatever the Lord commands, we will do 
and we will obey." 


Moses Pleads for Mercy 

While Moses was on Mount Sinai to 
receive the Ten Commandments, the people of 
Israel lost faith in him and turned to idolatry. 
They madea golden calf and worshipped it. 
Seeing this, their faithlessness angered him to 


such an extent that Moses dashed down the 
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tablets inscribed with the sacred Command- 
ments. Moses then prayed to God to have 
mercy on the people for their great sin. God 
answered that this generation of Jewish slaves 
would not be fit to enter the Promised Land 
with their low slave mentality and allegience to 
false gods, but the generation born free in the 
- desert would be worthy of entrance into the 
Promised Land. In punishment for Moses' 
rashness in breaking the holy tablets, even 
Moses himself would be denied entry into the 
Holy Land, although another pair of inscribed 
tablets would be given to him. 

. The Ten Commandments are part of the 
TORAH, which is the Holy Book of the Jews. It 
includes the history of the Jewish People and 
Religious Laws and Ethics. This Holy Book is 
found in the form of a scroll in every syna- 
gogue till this day. 


Symbol of Liberation 


Moses stands out as the symbol of 
liberation from tyranny, as aman who believed 
in vindicating the rights of the downtrodden 
and the oppressed. He js tightly known as the 
Father of the Prophets for it is in this cham- 
pioning of the fundamental human rights that 
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the prophets, who were later destined to play 
such an important part in the history of the 
Jewish people, especially distinguished them- 
selves. 

Moses was the ideal leader of his people 
and possessed all the qualities necessary for 
such a role. His love for the people whom he led 
from slavery to freedom, physical as wellas ' 
spiritual, is wellillustrated by the many inci- 
dents which took place in the wilderness during 
the forty years of wandering. The Jews were 
not an easy people to lead and to govern, and 
onthe many occasions when the people tried 
the patience of God, it was Moses who pleaded 
with God to have mercy upon His people and 
to forgive them. Even when they turned against ` 
Moses, he was humble and patient. His power 
as leader did not corrupt him, as so often 
happens to leaders who on gaining leadership 
abuse their power. He continued to be humble 
and in his dealings both with his people and 
with others with whom he came into contact, 
this virtue of humility shone forth as an exam- 
ple to all would-be leaders, whatever their 
rank. 
Above all, there was his love for the land 
of Canaan. His entering the Promised Land at 
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the head of the Israelite people whom he had 
liberated would have been the crowning triumph 
of his life, but the Bible teaches that even great 
leaders such as Moses were not perfect and 
had their human faults and weaknesses. This 
is illustrated by the incident of the breaking of 
the tablets, the one occasion in his life when 
' Moses lost patience, and because of this he paid 
the penalty of being denied entry into the Pro- 
mised Land. The pathos of his pleading with 
God to allow him to complete his task is 
indeed most moving. And yet despite the 
gentle and patient side of his nature, he was 
uncompromising in his determination to root 
out even the slightest suspicion of idolatry 


and unfaithfulness to the pure worship of the 
one God. 


Founder of Jewish Faith 


Moses was not merely a political leader 
but was also one of the founders of the 
Jewish faith. Moses was the great teacher of 
his people and is affectionately known as 
Moshe Rabenu (Moses our Teacher). He was 
not only the instrument through whom God 
gave His Torah to the Jews, but he also taught 
them and explained to them how to livea 
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civilized life. When Moses led and governed 
his people, he made no division between the 
secular and divine. For him the Torah is the 
complete way of life which has something to 
say about every aspect of life's activities, inclu- 
ding the way in which a people should be: 
governed and should be led. All his actions, 
his commands, his way of dealing with the 
people, are inspired by God and by the TORAH, 
and thus can serve as a historic example of 
what true leadership should be. 

Above all, Moses proved to be the living 
mouth-piece in human form of the ever- 
lasting Divinity. The plagues and afiliction, 
brought upon Pharoah and his people through 
Moses were no expressions of hatred and vindi- 
ctiveness but rather were meant fo convince 
everyone then and later throughout history that 
those who oppose the freedom of man cannot 
survive the wrath of the God of Justice. 


Divinity of Man 


By propounding the Ten Commandments 
ata time when virtually the law of the jungle 
prevailed amongst the rulers and their people, 
Moses taught that the nature of the human 
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MOSES 


being is divine and as such there must bea 
code of conduct to regulate the actions and 
behaviour of human beings in accordance with 
God's desires. In an age when stealing and 
killing were considered the normal behaviour 
pattern, it was indeed a great day for mankind 
when there arose a man like Moses to teach 
them that indulging in such attitudes to gain 
one's ends and desires was immoral and anti- 
social. 

One of the greatest contributions of 
Moses to modern civilization is the institution 
of the Sabbath, the weekly day of rest not only 
for the masters (employers) but for all emp- 
loyees (even the stranger) not forgetting the 
animals. Were this not a religious injunction 
by Moses, who knows but that even in our - 
days, we would have been expected to work 
dayin and day out Without any rest whatso- 
ever. 

Indeed the Ten Commandments of Moses 
have proved to be the very foundation of all 
modern Law and Order. Therefore, ina very 
real sense, Moses can be considered to be not 
merely the supreme Prophet of the Jewish 


Religion but verily one of the Founders of 
Modern Civilization. 
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GLOSSARY 


The words have been defined in the senses in which 
they have been used in the book. 


affliction 
allegiance 
ancestor 


awe 
bondage 
civilization 
codified 


comprising 
congregation 
Corrupt 
covenant 
covet 


descendants 


divine 
dough 


dungeon 


elders 
emigrate 


fleeing 
fundamental 


misery, distress 

loyalty 

forefather, any of those from whom 
one’s father or mother is descended 
fear 

serfdom, slavery 

system of social development 
arranged systematically into a set of 
rules 

consisting of 

a collective body of persons 

infect, destroy (persons) purity 
agreement between parties 

eager to get or keep another's 
property 

persons of a family coming later in 
time 

of God 

flour made into paste for making 
bread 

strong cell for prisoners below ground 
level 

persons senior in age and experience 
to leave one country to settle in 
another 

running away 

essential 
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generation 


graven 
hallowed 

horde i 
iniquity 
inspiration 


in vain 
kinsman 
kneading-bowl 


liberation 
lintel 


maryels 
masses 


memorial 


mouthpiece 
pathos 


patriarch 
perish 
pitch 


pioneers 
possessions 
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whole body of persons belonging to 
a group and descending in a series 
of steps from it 

idol ‘ 
made holy 

gang (usually used in contempt) 
wickedness 

divine prompting or influence, espe- 
cially that which is thought to visit 
poets and religious reformers 

to no purpose 

relation by blood or marriage 

bowl in which flour is made into 
paste 

freedom 

horizontal timber or stone over 
window or door 

wonderful, astonishing things 

the large majority of people, the 
lower orders or classes in a society 
festival in the memory of a sacred 
event 


one who speaks for another 


“quality in speeeh that excites pity or 


sadness 

father and ruler of a family or tribe 
die, suffer destruction 

black or dark brown substance got 
from distillation of tar and turpentine 


the first settlers in a new country 
things owned by a person 


promised land 


propounding 
religious injunction 
roundabout 
Sabbath 


sagacity 
smear 
sparing ^" 
spokesman 


staff 
stubbornness 
symbol 


_ tablets 

tending 
tongue-tied 
triumph 

tyranny 
uncompromising 


unethical 


unleavened 


verily 


the land promised by God to Jewish 
people 

offering for consideration 

religious order 


. indirect 


theseventh day of the week — Sunday— 
appointed as the day of religious 
rest in the ‘Ten Commandments’ 
exceptional intelligence, shrewdness 
coat with 
abstain from inflicting 
person who speaks on behalf of some 
one 
stick, pole 
obstinacy 
mark or character taken as the sign 
of or representing some object idea 
or belief 

_ Slabs for writing 
looking after 
one who does not speak out his mind 
success 
despotic rule 
rigid and unyielding, not making any 
concession 
not moral, having no distinction 
between right and wrong 
bread without the substance which 
produces fermentation or change of 
properties 
really, truly 
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virtually 
vindicating 
wail 

weld 
wilderness 


wrath 
yield 


THIRTY 


practically 


maintaining the cause (of persons) 


successfully 

high pitched cry 

unite 

desert, uncultivated or uninhabited 
tract of land 

anger 

give in 


Other Supplementary Readers 


Gautama Buddha 
Jesus Christ 
Zarathushtra 

Akbar 

Raja Rammohun Roy 
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 
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